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ÅEMSA established  as part  of  
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ÅAdministrative and 
budgetary 
provisions  

ÅShip security  

ÅTechnical/ 
scientific 
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pollution  
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Legal Background  

December 1999: 
Erika  

November 2002: 
Prestige  

ÅFunding in the  
field of response to 
marine pollution  

New 
Reg  

pending  

ÅCore and ancillary 
tasks  



EMSA  

 

Å The Agency is active in the areas of  
ïmaritime safety  
ïpreventing pollution  from ships  
ïship security  
ïvessel traffic monitoring  
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EMSAôs 
Tasks  

Improving 
maritime safety  

Improving 
prevention of 

pollution at sea  

Vessel traffic 
monitoring  

Ensuring 
maritime 

security (ship)  



 
Objectives  
 
Å Ensure proper implementation of EU maritime legislation  

by Member States e.g. through inspections  

 

Å Provide technical advice  to the Commission and Member 
States, e.g. to prepare coordinated positions for IMO  

 

Å Foster technical cooperation , e.g. systems for maritime 
information  

 

Å Specific operational tasks , e.g. in the fields of pollution 
response  

 

Mission: ñTo ensure a high, uniform, and effective 
level of maritime safety and security, as well as 
prevention of and response to pollution by ships 

within the EUò 
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Staff and location  

Å Based in Lisbon, the Agency employs over 240 staff, with an 
annual budget of approx. EUR 55 million  
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Å 2012 is the 10 year 
anniversary of the 
Agency  
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Structure  
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DEPARTMENT B: Implementation  
Unit B.1 -  Safety Assessments & Inspections  
Unit B.2 -  Ship Safety  
Unit B.3 -  Marine Environment, Training and Statistics   
 
 
DEPARTMENT C: Operations  
Unit C.1 -  Pollution Preparedness & Response  
Unit C.2 -  Vessel Traffic and Reporting Services  
Unit C.3 -  Satellite Based Monitoring Services   

Department  B is responsible  for  the  verification  and  monitoring  of  the  
implementation  of  maritime  safety  legislation  falling  under  the  remit  of  the  
Agency . This  is largely  undertaken  through  cycles  of  visits  and  inspections  by  
the  Agency . 
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DEPARTMENT B: Implementation  
Unit B.1 -  Safety Assessments & Inspections  
Unit B.2 -  Ship Safety  
Unit B.3 -  Marine Environment, Training and Statistics   
 
 
DEPARTMENT C: Operations  
Unit C.1 -  Pollution Preparedness & Response  
Unit C.2 -  Vessel Traffic and Reporting Services  
Unit C.3 -  Satellite Based Monitoring Services   

Department  C provides  operational  assistance  to  Member  States  and  the  
Commission  in  the  field  of  preparedness  and  response  to  at -sea pollution . 
It  also  facilitates  technical  cooperation  between  Member  States  and  the  
Commission  for  EU vessel  traffic  monitoring,  and  the  Long  Range  
Identification  and  Tracking  of  vessels . 



Unit C.1: Pollution Preparedness and 
Response  

 

Å Coordination, cooperation and information  

Å Stand -by oil spill response vessels  
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Network of Stand - by Oil Spill Response Vessels  

 

1 January 2012  
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Unit C.2: Vessel traffic and reporting 
services  

 

Å SafeSeaNet  

Å Maritime Support Services  
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